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Dear Members, 

 

I would like to welcome everyone to the first edition of  the pointer for sea-
son 2018/2019. 

The clubs 81st AGM this year was held on Wednesday the 18th of  July 2018. The AGM was held 
at the new club rooms on Port Road. The night was enjoyed by all who attended. Thanks to 
Dale Smith for cooking up a sausage sizzle at the end of  the meeting.  

I would like to acknowledge our major sponsors for the new season. Thanks again to our spon-
sors for all there ongoing support for the new season 2018/2019. 

Platinum Sponsor – Trader Electrical & Strictly Business Boat Charters 

Gold Sponsor – Star Electrical 

Silver Sponsor – St Louis Aged Care 

Also, I would like to say thanks to all of  the club’s magazine advertisers. 

We have just had our end of  year dinner and trophy presentation at the Grange Golf  Club. The 
night was a great success with approximately 60 people attending. The food was excellent, and 
the staff  were very friendly. I would like to congratulate all the trophy winners.  

The club is in good shape financially and has no debts apart from daily bills. 

A reminder if  anyone is interested in taking out any advertising in the newsletter or becoming a 
sponsor of  the club please contact myself  on 0419 834 540 or Alex on 8266 7703. In the event 
you need anything done around home or office look at supporting our advertisers and sponsors 
by giving them your business. 

Enjoy this next edition of  the pointer and try to remember to support any aspect of  our great 
club. In addition, if  you have any pictures or stories you would like to share, email our editor 
Rolf  Czabayski, rolf@esc.net.au with your input. 

 

Tight Lines and Happy Fishing, 

Ralph Czabayski  
President 

 

 

GFC of SA President  
Ralph Czabayski  

2018/19 

mailto:rolf@esc.net.au
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All members – GFCSA  

Financial Overview of Club  

As always Club Membership invoicing was completed on 1 June 2018 but delivery method returned to 

snail mail as so many members claimed not to have received invoices emailed to them in the past. This 

was followed up by emailed statements. To date, there was a much better response to 

the mailed invoices but about a third of members have still not paid their annual 

membership fees. Please send in those late payments and ensure continuity of 

membership and access to all Club functions and facilities.  

Cash reserves remain healthy and the Club has over $300,000 in current and fixed assets. The only 

liabilities are ongoing day to day expenses. The winter months are traditionally a quiet time for the Club 

but I will shortly be sending out invoices for Sponsorship and Advertising in the Club’s flagship 

publication, The Pointer, for 2018-2019.  

The Committee has changed with the AGM with the departure of a couple of members and the addition 

of Graham Bald and Sam Roccatti. I will be continuing as Club Treasurer for the next twelve months.  

All well under control and no surprises.  

Detailed Club financial information may be obtained by contacting Rolf Czabayski or myself.  

Stephen White  

Treasurer   

GFCSA  

GFC of SA Treasurer   
Steve White 

2018/19 



E-Mail:- gamefishsa@esc.net.au                Page 8               Web Address:-  www. gamefishsa.org.au E-Mail:- gamefishsa@esc.net.au                Page 8            Web Address:- www. gamefishsa.org.au 

Sept 2018 
 

 

Hi all.  

Well first of all congratulations to all trophy winners for the 2017/2018 season. Well this has 
been my first season as the clubs weight recorder on my own.  

It has been an interesting season with between our 38 different anglers who recorded for the 
year there were over 15 different species caught and over 800 fish recorded from the GFCSA 
over the season including a couple of State and Australian records.  

Please find a summary of the results from last season below and you can find a complete and 
full list of all recordings and results on our clubs website. Please admire the photos of our 
proud winners from the presentation night. 

 

“Happy Fishing for the 2018/2019 season” 

Ashley North 
2018-19 GFCSA 
Weight  Recorder 

 ANGLERS NAME Division Capture Points Tag points Total Points 

Rolf Czabayski Men's 29954.75 13662.96 43617.71 

Graham Bald Men's 12145.5 5496.33 17641.83 

Zane Niblock Men's 11300.42 5092.29 16392.71 

Susan Czabayski Ladies 785 392.5 1177.5 

Oscar Dade Junior 540 520 1060 

Harry Czabayski Small Fry 103 51.5 154.5 

 ANGLERS NAME Division Capture Points Tag points Total Points 

Jerry Burtt Men's 3306.42 442.92 3749.34 

Shaun Ossitt Men's 615.33 2150 2765.33 

Mick Dawe Men's 2057.5 479.33 2536.83 

Oscar Dade Junior 1468.33 511.67 1980 

Lee Van Soest Ladies 1461.58 241.67 1703.25 

No Recordings  Small Fry     0.00 

End of  Season Land Based Top Three Scorers 
ANGLERS NAME Division Capture Points Tag Points Total Points 

Ashley Brandom Men's 4716.5 0 4716.50 

Mark Hoepner Men's 4064 0 4064.00 

Jason D'Angelo Men's 0 950 950.00 

Lee Van Soest Ladies 445 0 445.00 

No Recordings   Junior     0.00 

 No Recordings  Small Fry     0.00 

End of  Season Over 25ft Category  Top Three Scorers 
BOAT NAME Category Capture Points Tag Points Total Points 

BROADBILL O25ft 68565.58 30097.46 98663.04 

SPARTACUS O25ft 26575.5 10755.75 37331.25 

BRAVEHEART O25ft 10588.5 4253 14841.5 

End of  Season  25ft & Under Category  Top Three Scorers 

BOAT NAME Category Capture Points Tag Points Total Points 

MICKSWINCH Under 25ft 6610.5 1163.92 7774.42 

RACSO Under 25ft 2290 688.33 2978.33 

OVERJEW Under 25ft 615.33 2200 2815.33 
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Over All SPECIES Men's O25    

Heaviest Gamefish Overall    Mark Kassebaum 28.6kg Samson 

Heaviest Shark Overall Ashley North 130.2kg Bronze Whaler 

Heaviest Eagle Ray Overall Jerry Burtt 42.22 kg 

Most Meritorious Gamefish Overall Steve Morris 25.3kg on 6kg SBF Tuna 

Most Meritorious Shark Overall Ashley North 130.2kg Bronze Whaler 

Most Meritorious Eagle Ray Overall Jerry Burtt 42.22 kg on 6kg 

Over All SPECIES Men's U25    

Heaviest Gamefish Overall    Jerry Burtt SBF Tuna 30.1kg 

Heaviest Shark Overall Jerry Burtt 65.8kg 

Heaviest Eagle Ray Overall Jerry Burtt 48.7kg 

Most Meritorious Gamefish Overall Stuart Donaldson 15.5kg on 4kg SBF Tuna 

Most Meritorious Shark Overall Jerry Burtt 65.8kg on 15kg Bronxe Whaler 

Most Meritorious Eagle Ray Overall Jerry Burtt 48.7kg on 8kg 

Over All SPECIES Ladies U25    

Heaviest Gamefish Overall    Lee Van Soest 18.1kg on 8kg 

Heaviest Shark Overall Lee Van Soest 9kg Gummy Shark 

Most Meritorious Gamefish Overall Lee Van Soest 18.1kg on 8kg 

Most Meritorious Shark Overall Lee Van Soest 9kg Gummy Shark 

Over All SPECIES Juniors  U25   

Heaviest Gamefish Overall    Oscar Dade 14kg on 6kg 

Most Meritorious Gamefish Overall Oscar Dade 14kg on 6kg 

Over All Land Based SPECIES Men's   

Heaviest Gamefish Overall    Ashley Brandom 8.6kg Carp 

Most Meritorious Gamefish Overall Ashley Brandom 6.8kg on 1kg Carp 

Over All Land Based SPECIES Ladies   

Heaviest Gamefish Overall    Lee Van Soest 2.2kg Carp 

Most Meritorious Gamefish Overall Lee Van Soest 2.2kg on 2kg Carp 

CHAMPION ANGLERS 
Highest Point Scoring Anglers  

that Achieved the 4 Criteria Required 

Champion Angler O25 Men's  Ashley North 9124.42 Points, 

 Bronze Whaler, Eagle Ray, Kingfish and SBF Tuna 

Champion Angler U25 Men's  Jerry Burtt 3749.34 Points  

HIGHEST POINT SCORERS Must Have more Points than Champion  

Highest Point Scoring Angler O25 Men's   Rolf Czabayski 43617.71 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler O25 Ladies  Susan Czabayski 1177.5 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler O25 Junior Oscar Dade 1060.00 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler O25 Small Fry Harry Czabayski 154.5 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler U25 Men's  Jerry Burtt 3749.34 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler U25 Ladies  Lee Van Soest 1703.25 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler U25 Junior Oscar Dade 1980.00 Points 

Highest Point Scoring Angler L/B Men's  Ashley Brandom 4716.5 

Highest Point Scoring Angler L/B Ladies  Lee Van Soest 445 Points 
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MOST MERITORIOUS   EUROPEAN CARP 

Land Based Men's Ashley Brandom 6.8kg on 1kg 

Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 4.3kg on 2kg 

Land Based Ladies  Lee Van Soest 1.2kg on 1kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   EAGLE RAY 

Men's O25 Jerry Burtt 42.22kg on 6kg 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 48.7kg on 8kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   BRONZE WHALER 

Men's O25 Ashley North 130.2kg on 15kg 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 65.8kg on 15kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   SCHOOL SHARK 

Men's U25  Mick Dawe 14.7kg on 4kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   SNAPPER  

Men's O25 Graham Bald 4.2kg on 2kg 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 5.1kg on 4 kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   MULLOWAY 

Men's U25  Shaun Ossitt 27kg on 15kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   PERCH - SILVER 

Land Based Men's Jerry Burtt 1.3kg on 1kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   SAMSON FISH 

Men's O25 Mark Kassebaum 28.6kg samson 

HEAVIEST YELLOWTAIL KINGFISH 

Men's O25 Ben Gerrits 8.6kg on 4kg 

Men's U25  Shaun Ossitt 28kg on 24kg 

HIGHEST TAG POINTS SCORERS   

Highest Tag point Scoring Men's O25 Rolf Czabayski 13662.96 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring Ladies O25 Susan Czabayski 392.5 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring Junior O25  Oscar Dade 520 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring Small Fry O25 Harry Czabayski 51.5 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring Men's U25  Shaun Ossitt 2150 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 241.67 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring Junior U25  Oscar Dade 511.7 Tag Points 

Highest Tag point Scoring L/B Men's  Jason D'Angelo 950 Tag Points 

MOST MERITORIOUS   YELLOWTAIL KINGFISH 

Men's O25 Ben Gerrits 8.6kg on 4kg 

Men's U25  Shaun Ossitt 28kg on 24kg 

Most Meritorious  SBF TUNA 

Men's O25 Steve Morris 25.3kg on 6kg 

Men's U25  Stuart Donaldson 15.5kg on 4kg 

Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 18.1kg on 8kg 

Junior U25  Oscar Dade 14kg on 6kg 

MOST MERITORIOUS   GUMMY SHARK 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 12.62kg on 4kg 

Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 9kg on 3kg 
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HEAVIEST    SBF TUNA 

Men's O25 Steve Morris 25.3kg on 6kg 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 30.1kg on 10kg 

Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 18.1kg on 8kg 

Junior U25  Oscar Dade 14kg on 6kg 

HEAVIEST   GUMMY SHARK 

Men's U25  Stuart Donaldson 13.66kg on  6kg 

Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 9kg on 3kg 

HEAVIEST   EUROPEAN CARP 

Land Based Men's Ashley Brandom 8.6kg on 2kg 

Ladies U25  Lee Van Soest 4.3kg on 2kg 

Land Based Ladies  Lee Van Soest 2.2kg on 2kg 

HEAVIEST   EAGLE RAY 

Men's O25 Jerry Burtt 42.22kg on 6kg 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 48.7kg on 8kg 

HEAVIEST   BRONZE WHALER 

Men's O25 Ashley North 130.2kg on 15kg 

Men's U25  Jerry Burtt 65.8kg on 15kg 

HEAVIEST   SCHOOL SHARK 

Men's O25  NONE RECORDED 

Men's U25  Mick Dawe 14.7kg on 4kg 

HEAVIEST   SNAPPER  

Men's O25 Graham Bald 4.2kg on 2kg 

Men's U25  Jerry burtt 5.1kg on 4 kg 

HEAVIEST   MULLOWAY 

Men's U25  Billy Papageorgiou 28kg on 24kg 

HEAVIEST   PEACH - Silver 

Land Based Men's Jerry Burtt 1.3kg on 1kg 

HEAVIEST  SAMPSON FISH 

Men's O25 Mark Kassebaum 28.6kg Samson 

Men's U25  NONE RECORDED 

 

HEAVIEST  OVER ALL EAGLE RAY  

Jerry Burtt  48.7kg on 8kg for a point score of 608.75 

HEAVIEST  OVER ALL SHARK  

Ashley North  Bronze Whaler 130.2kg on 15kg for a point score of 868.00 

HEAVIEST  OVER ALL GAME FISH  

Jerry Burtt  SBF Tuna 30.1kg on 10kg for a point score of 301.00 

MOST MERITORIOUS OVER ALL EAGLE RAY  

Jerry Burtt  42.22kg on 6kg for a point score of 703.67 for a ratio of 7.0 to 1 

MOST MERITORIOUS OVER ALL SHARK  

Ashley North  130.2kg on 15kg for a point score of 868.00 for a ratio of 8.68 to 1 

MOST MERITORIOUS OVER ALL GAME FISH  

Ashley Brandom Carp 6.80kg on 1kg for a point score of 680.00 for a ratio of 6.8 to 1 
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Rolf Czabayski (Snr) 

 CLUB WORKING BEE 

I would like to personally thank the following 
Club Members who turned up to the clubs’ 
Working Bee call on the Saturday the 
07/07/18 at the new club rooms. Alister 
Haigh ,Frank Bamford, Graham Bald, Paul 
Tobin, Fred Tischendorf, Sam Roccatti, Steve 
Morris and Rolf Czabayski. 

 
The following work was performed on the Saturday by the members, 
replacing and relocating all storm water pipes underground. I hope no one 
received any blisters on their hands from the digging, Alister, I hope your 
hands are OK. We also hung some of the pictures and historical art 
effects we received from previous and present members, as-well as 
repairing glass, moving cabinets and re-shelving items.  

Thank you, to Dale Smith for delivering the 
pipes and taking away all rubbish the day 
before. Thanks to Kym Kessner for supplying 
the sausages for the BBQ on the day and 
thanks to Fred Tischendorf who fixed our two 
bathroom toilets and for supplying a new WC 
System.  

Thanks Frank Bamford for supplying a lot of 
Kitchen goodies and donating a dining room 
table and 6 Chairs. Graham Bald, thank for 
the hot water cattle and for coming back on 
the following Monday to help me to hang 
some more Pictures etc. 

 
Thanks again to all:   
Rolf Czabayski 
Life Member 

Hi to you all and wishing you a good 2018-2019  
Fishing Season. 

 
We have just received some more recapture certificates for tuna from the NSW Fisheries 
from some of our members, very interesting to see. 

  
Taken the fish on to the deck, measured, tagged and returned to the water in healthy condition. Also see the 
certificates, it shows that some of were staying in the same area for some odd reason, as you can see, 
“Broadbill” Skipper Rolf Czabayski tagged a couple tuna and were recaptured 11 days of Liberty by Ben Gerrits 
and another tuna by Kym Kessner off Ralph Czabayski’s boat, “Spartacus”, in the same area.  

 Ben Gerrits released a 12.7kg tuna in March 2017, only to be recaptured by the tuna fleet after 307 days of 
liberty and gained 3.3kg.  

Wayne Greenshields tagged a tuna in June 2016 off our club 
members boat, “Majessnik” owner Russel Bianco only to be 
caught again in January 2018 by the farm boat, “Makybe BJ”. So 
this is all good news, please keep on tagging so our children can 
enjoy the same fishing we do at present.  
We updated our constitution, see page 42-47.  

Thanks to all members who contributed to this issue, please keep it up.  



E-Mail:- gamefishsa@esc.net.au                Page 13               Web Address:-  www. gamefishsa.org.au 

Sept 2018 

E-Mail:- gamefishsa@esc.net.au                Page 13            Web Address:- www. gamefishsa.org.au 

Sept 2018 

Hi All, 

 

Our first AGM held on the 18th of July 2018 in our new Club rooms where attended 

by 20 of our Members, thank you to those members, just OK to have a Quorum. 

 

Thanks to Steve Morris for Sharing the Meeting ,as our past and new elected President 

Ralph Czabayski could not be with as on this occasion.  

I like to take this opportunity to thank all past and 

outgoing Committee members for there hard work in 

2017/18. 
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Congratulation to all  newly elected members. 

President -Ralph Czabayski, Secretary - Rolf 

Czabayski, Tresurer - Steve White, Weight 

Recorder - Ashley North, Technical Adviser-Steve 

Morris, Committee, Graham Bald (Tournament 

Director, Committee  Mark Snadden, 

Committee Sam Roccati 

We still have Committee positions Vacant,so anyone has a little time we would like to 

have you on board , please give me a call. 

 

 

After the meeting we all had a few Beers and 

some nicely BBQ Sausages which where 

donated by Dale Smith. Again, member Dale 

Smith was our chef on the BBQ for the 

evening, i hope he stopped crying as he cut all 

the onions up. There were fantastic so where 

the sausages, thanks Dale.  

 

Rolf Czabayski 

Question time with the club members. 

Stuart Donaldson winning the 
door prize, Penn rod combo 
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After patiently waiting for 2 and a half weeks for the remnants of cyclone Gita to pass we saw a weather 
window. The forecast wasn’t great, but there was a chance that later in the week we would have a 
better window to travel from Lord Howe to New Zealand. We decided to depart Southport Queensland 
on the 24th of February to head to Lord Howe Island.  

As we crossed the Gold Coast seaway the conditions weren’t to bad, however as we got further out to 
sea, conditions worsened. We had 31 knot winds and seas 2.5 to 3 meters.  

The seas weren’t any worse than what we had experienced on the cabbage patch before, but the 
difference this time was that we were carrying an extra 3000L of fuel and we had 30 hours of driving 
ahead of us. We would have had enough fuel to get to Lord Howe without carrying any extra, but never 
having used bladders before we thought we would trial it on the shorter trip - and at $3 per litre on Lord 
Howe it was the obvious decision! 

 
The sun was setting and conditions were not any better. The boat was rolling 

side to side and I was watching the bladders through the camera at the 
helm. I decided to check the bladders before dark, I woke up Gabriella, put 
a life vest on and went outside. Lucky I did! With all the roll and spray we 
were copping the bladders had loosened, one of the straps was actually 
tearing. I tighten the straps and added extra straps for security. 

 
Around 11pm the sea started to calm, and as the night progressed the seas 

got calmer and calmer. 
 
After 31 hours at sea we had arrived at Lord Howe Island. We radioed the 

harbour master to advise him of our arrival and he helped us navigate 
through the reefs and shallow water to get to our mooring. 

 
Wow - Lord Howe island was truely an amazing place!  

Its sandy beaches, subtropical forest and crystal clear waters were a magical sight. We spent 3 days 
exploring the island, and it was shame we couldn’t stay any long, but the weather was looking good to 
depart. It was time to fuel up and get the boat ready!  

 
Refueling was not easy as once again we had to 

navigate through the shallow waters and reefs to 
get to the wharf.  

The second part of voyage began peacefully. We 
operated 6 hour watches, conducted a safety check 
every 2 hours and we always ate together. 

 
 

1200 MILES  
ACROSS THE TASMAN 
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At night we had the light of the full moon reflecting off the sea and in 
the morning the sun rises were truely amazing. 

 
We were about half way across and it had been smooth sailing so I 

decided to transfer the fuel. The transfer pump is directly 
connected into the tanks so this was a very easy process. 

 
We had traveled 600nm and apart from being tired we were feeling 

confident with the remaining 200nm. As we approached 3 King 
islands the conditions were near perfect. The islands are only 
33nm north west of New Zealands northern tip - this is where the 
South Pacific Ocean and the Tasman sea converge. 

 
We were advised that the seas could be extremely treacherous here but we got lucky. 
 
As we cruised past the islands watching the sunset and admiring her beauty, things started to turn for 

the worst. I was facing 3 to 4 meter seas and the most vertical waves I had ever seen. The boat was 
handling the conditions well however, I was not. I was feeling lethargic, sea sick and I couldn’t take 6 
more hours of it through the night. I decided to change course and steer to an anchorage I had 
found on the chart called Hoopers Point. After arriving at the anchorage the next challenge was to 
try find a safe place to anchor. I navigated carefully using the search light to locate the 2 drying 
reefs. I tucked in as close as I could but we still had a reasonable swell rolling us around. It 
was midnight and I was exhausted, at that point it was good enough. I dropped the anchor, 
maintained a watch for about 1 hour and then fell asleep. 

 
We woke early the next morning eager to finish the last 100nm. Weather conditions were only slightly 

better but after a good nights sleep we were feeling refreshed. 
We arrived at our final destination Opua in the early afternoon, cleared customs and had a much 

deserved drink to celebrate our safe arrival to New Zealand! 
 
Cheers, 

Russel & Gabriella  
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Team John Johnston, Game Fishing Club of S.A. just returned from the HIBT in Kona  Hawaii. 

The Team , Rolf Czabayski, Ralph Czabayski and Steve Morris left Adelaide on the 04/08/18 for Kona 
Hawaii to take part in the Hawaiian International Billfish Tournament. Fishing started at 8am on the 
6th of August, Twenty-four teams comprised of many of the world’s most competitive big game 
anglers boarded Kona’s impressive sport fishing fleet and headed to the start line across Kailua Bay 
as day one of the 59th Hawaiian International Billfish Tournament went underway, at precisely 8am, 
following a traditional Hawaiian blessing.  

HIBT Tournament control radioed, “Start fishing, Start fishing, Start Fishing 
“signalling  the teams to head out for 
five consecutive days of Kona Fishing. 
Anglers from Africa, Australia, Japan, 
New Caledonia, New Zealand, Papua 
New Guinea and the US Team’s 
dropped their lines into Kona’s famous 
fishing grounds, just after lunch Ralph 
junior was on strike when the line on 
the outrigger clip ignited from this clip 
and Ralph quickly lifted the rod out of 
the gunnel and made his way to the 
game chair where we successfully 
tagged and released  

(after approx 10 minutes fight) his first Blue Marlin for the team. No 
more fish were hooked on day one. After returning to the harbour, 
all the tackle was checked by the judges. Line was to be measured 
for line class, lengths of double and leader and lure were 
measured. After all this, Ralph got his photo taken with Miss Marlin 
and the team. We were on the board with 300 points on day one. 
Top team was Moreton Bay Game Fishing Club with 2 Blue Marlin 
released and one short nose spearfish. We were in 4th place on 

day one. 

On day two, after patrolling the Kona Coast up and down in the morning, we did not get a single strike. 
But around 2pm it was my time for the next hour to take any strike, the centre rigger left the rigger clip 
and the Shimano reel had a blistering welcoming sound, only to find out after a reasonable short fight 
it was a yellowfin tuna of 117.8 pounds on 24 kg line.  

Tuna do not count to points towards the Billfish score but there is a separate Ahi section.  

But listening to the ships 
radio, a few other boats 
had hook-ups on marlin. 
After returning to the 
harbour, we went to the 
shouting tent to verge 
our bad day with one or 
two whiskies, bourbon 
and bacardi.                                      
We are now in 7th 

place. 
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On day Three, it started well with your truly 
hooking up on a Blue Marlin, jumping all 
over the place and violently checking if it 
could lose the hook but luckily, he was 
well hooked. 8 minutes later the fish was 
tagged  and released. Ralph purchased a 
satellite tag to put in to a Blue Marlin 
which we had on board but decided not to 
put it in this Marlin as it was only 125 
Pounds, but in very good condition. We 
got back on the board with another 300 

points. This brought us back 4th place.  

On Day Four, again, we trolled all day up 
and down the coast with no strike despite 
us putting in a lot of effort and going 
through a lot of lure changes.  

On the end of the day, which played difficult to us, we ended on up on 5
th

 place .        

On the 5
th

 and final day, the morning started well with tagging of Blue Marlin and capturing of Ahi but 
not on our boat, still no Billfish Only about one hour and twenty five minutes to go before the end of the 
tournament fishing time and suddenly a big bang from the left long rigger and we saw a nice Blue 
Marlin jumping in the distance. Before Steve got to the rod, we all got very excited because this could 
be the winning fish. We still had the Satellite Tag to put on a Marlin.  

After a hard fight, Steve had the Blue marlin along site of the boat in tagging distance and soon after 
the marlin was tagged, we quickly decided to place the Satellite Tag on this estimated 200 pound Blue 
Marlin as there was only a short time left before the end of the tournament. We were hoping the Marlin 
will swim the longest distance in 89 Days, before the tag releases itself, so that Ralph, who purchased 
this Satellite Tag, will receive  a free Entry for the next 60

th
 anniversary tournament for the team he 

select.  

We were back in 4th position out of 24 Teams on count back, 
with both teams on 900 points. The other team caught their 
first Marlin on day one in the morning and we caught our 
Marlin in the afternoon, this is why we missed out on the third 
place. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank John Johnston for 
sending the team again from our club to the HIBT in Kona 
Hawaii to compete with the worlds best. 

Rolf Czabayski 

 

 

IGFA President Nehl Horton & IGFA Representative 
for SA Rolf  Czabayski in Kona Hawaii. 
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President Ralph Czabayski 
giving welcoming speech to all 

guests Trophy Awards Table 

Rolf  Czabayski’s Table Ralph Czabayski’s Table 

Steve Morris’ Table Mick Dawe’s Table 
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After 12 month of  hard fishing on Broadbill with 
various members of  the club, I’d like to thank all 
members who made it possible to win Champion 
Boat and Champion Tagging Boat over 25 feet for 
the Season 2017-2018 with 98663.4 points in total and 
all criteria fulfilled.  

It would not been possible without Zane Niblock, Graham Bald, Paul Tobin, Scott Sinclair, 
Jerry Burt, Steve Morris, Geoff  Harris, Oscar Dade, Nigel Hunt, Craig Dade, Ashley 
Brandom, Sam Roccatti and Bart Van der Heiden.   

We started with the first recording of  the season with Galaxy Star in August 2017. I have taken my 50ft 
Bertram to Robe in SA, the marina is very good and I leased a berth from the council for a 3 month 
period. I did a number of  trips where we caught a few tuna but nothing to brag about as the big tuna 
avoided this area (Point score was only 800 for tagging) and Galaxy Star went back to the RSAYS. 

In my other Boat, Broadbill, I have been fishing the waters off  Port 
Lincoln where Broadbill is stationed and did the first trip in December 
2017 for Eagle Rays and other species to Neptune Island. 

January 2018, we went to Thistle Island and the Neptune Island for the 
first tuna and kingfish.                                                                                                                           

February we went to the Wirrina Tournament 
and fished Sanders Bank and Anti Chamber 
Bay for tuna, sharks and a long trip back to 
Port Lincoln.   

In March, the “Cabbage Patch” started to fire 
up with tuna, but all very small from 6-14 kg. 
So we fished light line, 3-6kg to gain some 
points. I also did a trip for Broadbill to the 
shelf, off  Rocky Island, a long way from Port 
Lincoln with no success.      

April we fished the Clubs Peter Teakle Port 
Lincoln Blue Water Classic and a few trips to 
the Cabbage Patch for tuna and sharks and 
another Broadbill trip with no success.                                                                                                                           

May and June we fished the ultra light challenge, mostly at the Cabbage 
Patch for tuna but the tuna where still small. This was my fishing Year for 
2017-2018.                              

Total Recordable fish caught on Broadbill: Tagged Tuna 339,Captured 
Tuna 38, Eagle Rays 4,  Kingfish 1, Sharks 3 =Total recordable Fish 385. 

Rolf Czabayski 
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